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  Ku`i Na Lono 

After-School S.T.E.M. Program Opens Doors 
I/!tΩǎ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ 
puts a high-tech spin on 
after-school programs.  
¢ƘŜ Iņ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ  
its first site at Shim Memo-
rial Hall on the grounds of 
{ǘΦ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ 
Church. Offered free to  
kids Grades 2 to 8, the pro-
gram promotes science, 
technology, engineering  
and math (S.T.E.M.) with 
fun, hands-on activities.  

ά9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΣέ ǎŀȅǎ 
I/!t ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ wƻōŜǊǘ tƛǇŜǊΦ άhǳǊ IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǊǘ ǇǊƻπ
gram has established itself as a leader in early childhood edu-
ŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ Iņ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ 
ƪƛŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦέ  

bŀƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘņΣ ƻǊ άǎǘŜƳέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƻ ǇƭŀƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ 
goal is to provide a solid foundation in math and science.  
A teacher and team of volunteers offer tutoring, science lab 
experiments, and independent study every afternoon. After 
just two months, the kids entered a team in the FIRST LEGO 
League robotics tournament. The Palamabots placed ninth out 
of 16 teams, a strong showing for a first-year team. 

¢ƘŜ Iņ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ǿŜŜƪŘŀȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ нΥпр ǘƻ рΥпр ǇƳΦ όhǇŜƴǎ мΥол ǇƳ ƻƴ ²ŜŘΦύ 
 Please call (808) 842-7686 or visit www.hcapweb.org/hainitiative for more information. 

The Palamabots at the competition, with volunteers Bob Dahilig & Kathy Hanson 

tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Iņ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ Ǝŀƛƴ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ fun after-school  activities  

Palamabots team member Mildret Maynard 
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Aloha mai kǕkou, 

It was a proud moment for me 
when our youngsters from the 

HǕ Initiative competed in their 
first robotics tournament.  
Although the other teams in 
the competition had more 
members, greater resources and 
experience, our kids competed 
with poise and gracious profes-
sionalism. Most importantly, 
they had a lot of fun. 

As we move into the holiday 
season, these kids remind me  
that there is reason for hope.  
With every new skill they 
learn, they equip themselves  
to build a more positive  
future for themselves and  
their families. Our world can 
look forward to a time when 
these young people are  
leading the way.  
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Robert N.E. Piper, Esq. 

Best wishes for a happy and 
hopeful holiday season! 

Robert N.E. Piper, Esq. 
Executive Director 

Makani Christensen has already 
ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ϷтΣллл ŦƻǊ hŀƘǳΩǎ 
children and youth, and his goal is 
to raise another $5,000. As he 
trains for the Coeur d' Alene  
Ironman triathlon in June 2012, 
he is raising awareness and  
ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ I/!tΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ aŀƪŀƴƛΩǎ 
fellow triathletes from the BOCA 
training group lent their support 
at a benefit for HCAP Head Start.  
Thomas Sorensen and Michele 
Henry hosted the event, with 
sponsorship from Stage Restau-
rant and local businesses.  

Born on Maui and raised in  
Hilo, Makani is a graduate of 
Kamehameha Schools and the 
United States Naval Academy. 
He served as a Marine officer in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, where he 
was awarded the Joint Services 
Commendation medal. After  

Racing For A Reason 

returning to Hawaii, Makani started an outdoor tour company, Keawe Adventures. 
IŜ ƛǎ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ IŀǿŀƛƛΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ  
culture, and ocean environment.  

Triathelete and business owner Makani Christensen 
raises support for Oahu youth programs 

aŀƪŀƴƛ ƭŜŘ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ CƻǎǘŜǊ .ƻǘŀƴƛŎŀƭ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŦƻǊ I/!tΩǎ aŀƭŀƳŀ tƻƴƻ ƳŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

ñThe future is in 
their handsò 

¢ƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ aŀƪŀƴƛΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΣ 
visit www.crowdrise.com/makanichristensen 

http://www.crowdrise.com/makanichristensen
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In a ceremony hosted by the Harry and Jeanette Weinberg 
Foundation on August 4, 2011, Trustee Alvin Awaya presented 
HCAP Executive Director Robert Piper with a check for $1.36 
million. This generous grant will allow HCAP to complete the 
final phase of construction on a new community center in 
Waianae, Oahu. The center will be officially named for the 
CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ōŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƻǊǎΥ  The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg 
Center for Community Action. 

The center replaces the 65-year old HCAP Leeward District  
Center building, which was in deteriorating condition and con-
tained only a meeting room and office space. The new 10,861 
sq. ft. building will offer state-of-the-art facilities, including com-
puter labs, community meeting rooms, and a certified kitchen. 
HCAP Leeward Community Services Manager Val Tavai, her staff, 
and community partners will use the center to provide opportu-
nities and inspiration to Leeward youth, adults and seniors.  

The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Center for Community Action is nearing completion in Waianae, Oahu. The new west wing is the grey-roofed building at left. 

Weinberg Foundation Presents $1.3 Million Check 
for Leeward Community Action Center 



Head Start is partnering with UH Manoa in the $24.8 million 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ [ƛǾƛƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ wŜƳƻǘŜ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎŜǊǾŜŘ 
Minority Populations in the Pacific Region (CHIL). This five-year 
research project will work with Pacific communities to develop 
sustainable nutrition and health-promoting programs. Head 
Start kids in three classrooms recently participated in a CHIL 
pilot project that measured their levels of physical activity. 
The kids wore accelerometer devices on their wrists and par-
ents kept a log of their activities. Head Start is proud to part-
ner with UH in this effort to establish culturally-appropriate, 
effective ways to support the health of local families. 

SUMMER/FALL 2011 

Head Start Greets New School Year 
With Focus On Childrenôs Health 

Highlighted Program: 
Hearing & Language Screenings 

As Head Start children start the new school year, their teach-
ers, parents and staff make sure they are ready to learn. Each 
child has an initial screening in all developmental areas, in-
cluding language, motor skills and hearing. If a child appears to 
ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ IŜŀŘ {ǘŀǊǘΩǎ ŀǳŘƛƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ 5ŜōōƛŜ [ƛƴŘǎŜȅ 
and speech and language pathologists Joanne Quon and Kate 
Dennis conduct a more in-depth screening. Children put on a 
set of headphones and hand a small toy bear to the screener 
when they are able to hear certain sounds. Based on the  
results of these and other screening assessments, the staff 
provide guidance to parents and teachers and can refer the 
children to additional support services.  
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HCAP Head Start began its 46th school year with new projects 
to provide quality early childhood education and comprehen-
sive family services. The program opened a third classroom at 
the Ulu Ke Kukui transitional shelter, specifically for children 
who have experienced homelessness . Coming up in Spring 
2012, the Head Start Family Fun Run will grow from an event 
involving just a few classrooms, to a include all Head Start chil-
dren, families and staff. The program will also focus on sup-
porting healthy living and reducing childhood obesity through 
a partnership with the University of Hawaii (UH Manoa). 
 

Joanne Quon does a hearing screening with students at Head Start Kunia 


