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Ha Initiative Opens Doors at Pauoa Elementary School
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On August 19, 2024, HCAP’s Ha Initiative: Creative
STEM After-School Program opened its newest
classroom at Pauoa Elementary School to excited
students ranging from second-grade to fifth-grade.
This new location will now become the base of
operations for Ha Initiative’s Honolulu STEM
Exploration Center. Students spent the first few days
of the STEM class settling in and getting to know
their peers and new teacher better through playing
games and icebreaker activities such as Bingo,
Wordle, Would You Rather?, and How Are We Similar
and Different?, Guess Word!, and the Draw On My
Back Challenge.

Aligning with STEM’s curriculum on nutrition,
students spent a day identifying different fruits,
counting the number of seeds, describing each fruit’s
traits, and will later create a bar graph to display
their data. Students were able to prepare apples,
nectarines, pluots, peaches, Kiwano melons,
grapefruit, dragonfruit, and cacao seeds. Under
careful supervision, brothers Josiah and Jared
washed, peeled, cut, and distributed fruits to the
class. Keleiah was the only student that could
identify the cacao pod, and Kala'i nervously tried the
new fruits and decided whether he liked them or not
before eating whole pieces. Students will learn more
about cacao since it’s a fruit that most of the
students have never seen before; they will learn
about the extensive process required for cacao seeds
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chocolate and will also get to sample different variations of chocolate.

Coinciding with this year’s FIRST LEGO League robotics theme “SUBMERGED” relating
to marine science, students began learning about sea animals and their habitats. Each
student chose a marine animal to color or paint and will later conduct a small research
project. Animals of choice included the seahorse, crab, jellyfish, shark, and fish. Just as
a fun finishing touch, students applied a top coat of glow in the dark paint to their art
pieces.

Central Client Receives HCAP Wraparound
Services on Road to Self-Sustainability

Jerry was referred to HCAP’s Central District Service Center by the Board of Water
Supply for assistance in preventing disconnection of their water services. Jerry and her
significant other raise three young children. Jerry was able to participate in a group
appointment where staff assists families with water crisis intervention. Jerry was also
actively looking for work at this time, to which the Central District staff referred her to
the Na Lima Hana Employment Core Services Program. She was able to participate in the
program’s Job Readiness Training (JRT) class, where staff gave her assistance in
updating her resume, job search guidance, and job interview preparation.

Shortly after the JRT, Jerry reported that she was able to secure employment at two
different jobs. She shared that on weekdays, she works as an Assistant Manager of
Accounting at Screen & Things, while on the weekends, she works as a Personal
Shopper at Sam’s Club. Jerry stated she enjoys the
differences in the two types of employment. She
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her love for math and a job where she can be mobile and
away from the computer.

Jerry was able to submit verification of her maintaining
employment for 30, 60 and 90 days. She stated that it is
within her nature to be constantly busy, and now that
her youngest child has been enrolled in HCAP’s Head
Start program, her partner will have the flexibility to

Sas obtain employment as well. Jerry also expressed

her gratitude for HCAP s assistance and that the range of programs that she was able to
receive services from had improved various aspects of her life. Further, she remarked
that seeking HCAP services brought her a step closer to becoming self-sustainable.

The HCAP Central District Service Center is excited to follow Jerry and her family on
their journey and will continue to support them in their endeavors.
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