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Kaena is a Central District Service Center client
who was referred to HCAP’s Na Lima Hana
Employment Core Services (ECS) program by a
partnering vocational school. At the time of her
intake, Kaena was working as a landscaper and
struggling to support her child and her mom, who
could no longer work due to health concerns.
Dental health has been a passion of hers and she
had a dream that one day she could become a
dentist.

The first step she took towards her dream was
getting her certification in dental assisting.
During her registration into the Dental Assisting
program at Hawaii Dental Assisting Academy, she
was referred to HCAP for tuition assistance. She
believed this would be a great opportunity to gain
valuable experience in the dental field, and get
her foot in the door to one day pursue her dream
of becoming a dentist. This would also give her
and her family more financial stability with a
better paying job and relieve some of the financial
stress that she has been experiencing.

After her intake into the ECS program and
completing the Job Readiness Training, she
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